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http://www.wordmuseum.com D

d Museum

Did you know the meaning of a word may change over time? Many English words we
know now had different meanings a long time ago. One example is the word nice.

Around the year 1300, nice was first used in English to mean ‘stupid.” Two hundred
years later, nice began to carry a “better” meaning. If people said a book was written
nicely, they meant the book was written ‘clearly’ or ‘carefully,” not ‘stupidly.” After 1800,
nice began to take its modern meanings like ‘kind’ or ‘friendly.” Since then, people have
thought of nice as a word with “good” meanings.

A “good” change of a word’s meaning like this example of nice is called AMELIORATION.
Though we don’t use nice to mean ‘stupid’ anymore, it is fun to know how much a word’s
meaning can change from its start!

4 For more examples of amelioration, see next page.

Q: Here are four sentences from the Word Museum. Which is most likely to appear on the
next page?
(A) The word silly used to mean ‘happy,” but now it means ‘stupid.’
(B) The word terrific used to mean ‘terrible,” but now it means ‘excellent.”*
(C) The word girl used to mean ‘a young person,’ but now it means ‘a young woman.’
(D) The word telephone is cut short to phone, but the two words mean the same thing.

<AL A EL> W PR 100-1-36
<EARLRIE>32-T R KR E ~Blr a2 T o FRFESEGRY L
<7T G >
1. j\ggfﬂlﬂéff-l 2% *;t’rt FPTRR o RGE- B dRhEEY cE A8
THEFIRFIRFTLOME LRI F - AEFApF ALY €5
ﬁ%illm%ﬁ FA R {IEfRY AN F o FE 2 AR g ok
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What comes to your mind when you hear the word “twins”? Born on the same day? Looking
almost the same? Or having the same hobbies? Well, | have a twin brother who was born on a
different day from me. We do not look very much alike and we are always interested in different
things.

Twelve years ago, my brother, Wayne, was born at eleven fifty-eight on the night of May 28.
Five minutes later, I was born—on May 29. Since the time we were born, | have always been
heavier and stronger than Wayne, so people usually think | am the older brother.

But Wayne is always smarter than I. He loves reading and learns many things quickly. He
knows a lot about animals, although he does not spend much time with our dogs and birds. He
knows a lot about bicycles, but never likes to ride bikes as much as I do.

Though we are very different, I love my brother very much. I hope both of us can have a happy
life in the future.

Q: Which is most likely the picture of the twins in the reading?
(B) ©)*

<FRRE D > W ¢ éi‘ | 96-1-40
<FALRIE>32-6 0 T R EY TR R E R ERHESLEP FEEE o
<TF B >
1 23882 A 30RE P cnE R L o Fv P F £ 4p > f]} 4z
BABY A - HEFre s AR LB E S R R R AN
Lok Sapfe e CF ARUARfERF N G DILEHRL 5 0 e v o
R HcE M 4R 4 0 5]4e ¢ Since the time we were born, | have always
been heavier and stronger than Wayne, so people usually think | am the older
brother. £ #-% % % ficd e % E%‘lf%a TR ENIRES -
2. FH AR AT L > B4 BEF S TA#H EB O FRE o

(53]
Mr. Hu speaks good English he lived in the U.S. for many years.
(A) because* (B) but (C) so (D) whether

<FE N > WP AR 100-1-3
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% # ) John enjoys taking a bath.
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(%% # ) Hi, Mike. Thaven’t seen you for a long time. How are you doing?

"f»hﬁxibmq—.g,m;\, 1-’4.0
(A) 'm watching TV.
(B) 'm OK, thanks. *
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(€) I’'m at school.
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(9 %) May I help you?
(4 %) Yes, I'd like to look at that red sweater. How much is it?
( § #) It’s one thousand dollars.

Question: Where are the man and the woman?

(A) In a restaurant.
(B) In the living room.
(C) In a department store.*

<EIEFE> 123 SEER F A EHEIN L & o
< BIEP >
1 235 EBHTTHEE RS A I TR MEER E P ¥ KS
RN NSl
2. MY R ER T 0 B X8 12 Bkl d e
FHES -l AP m FATLRBE? SEFEY i L p
TITEATE o
3. BRhtaAlE s g A > BEgaiid iFs TAA (gl ),
Fo B FRE o

(] 2)

(&4 18)
(¥ #) Didyouread Girls’ Talk?
(-~ %) Yes, and Il liked it. It helps mealot. You should also read it.
(9 %) Mm... I'll go buy it right away.

Question: What’s Girls’ Talk?

(A) Amovie.
(B) A computer game.
(C) A book.*
<EREHE> 123 R EED F L EHEN  &T
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Comprehensive Assessment Program
for Junior High School Students
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